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My name is Gordie.  I am in grade 11.  I used to have an absolutely normal
family.  Used to. That is the operative word.  Now my family is so screwed up it
would take me hours to tell you all the reasons why.  However I will tell you in two
words what started it all.  Chase and Crystal Meth.

Chase is my older brother.  He always had a dangerous side to his personality.
The scarier it was, the more he wanted to do it.  It pretty much started one
weekend when my parents were on a trip.  Chase had this wild party at our
house.  That’s the night he first smoked ice.  That was 2 years ago.  First he
started skipping school.  I knew he was high, but my parents refused to see it.
They thought he was depressed and a school trip to France would cheer him up.
They gave him a $1500 money order to take to school to pay for the trip. Chase
disappeared for 3 weeks.  He went on this huge bender with his druggie friends.
He was the iceman.  They all had a high time on my parent’s money.

My parents were frantic, as they had no idea where he was.  Then the police
arrived at our door.  Chase had been hauled out of a Meth house and had been
charged with possession.  My parent dealt with the charge in court and brought
him home.  He looked like death.  His face was all broken out in crank craters
and he had lice.  Believe it or not things got even worse. 

Chase stole all the time to support his habit.  Jewelry, small appliances, money,
bank cards, credit cards, you name it, he stole it.  My parents paid big money and
put him in Rehab.  That didn’t work.  One night he went to my grandma’s house
and threatened to hurt her if she didn’t give him money.   Finally my dad kicked
him out of the house.  That’s when the arguing started between my mom and
dad.  My mom did not agree with my dad.  She thought they could help him more
if he was still at home.  Chase now lives on the street.  The police are at our
house again.  Chase hit a young father over the head trying to rob him. The
young father is in intensive care.  Chase is in jail.  My parents put up their house
to get him out on bail.  The last 2 years have put them in the poor house.  Once
Chase is out of Detox he will be staying with us until his court case.  I am just
dreading it.  I have a job at a hardware store.  It is the one place where things
seem sane.  Here is what happens to me one night when I am walking home
from work.

Read page 30 “It’s raining… to page 31 “You tell your brother DC and Ratchet
came calling.”

Then I make a really stupid decision.  I decide to use the money I have saved to
pay off these guys.  My parents have enough to worry about.  Chase comes with
me and we go the drug dealer’s house.  Chase tells me that he has to make the
payment, because they won’t trust me.  He tells me to wait for him in the car.



After 10 minutes I know that something is wrong.  I go into the house.  It’s a Meth
house.  Chase has scored and has taken off.  My mom and dad are going to kill
me.  I was supposed to watch him.  They will lose their house if we can’t find him.
I am frantic.  What am I going to do?

Will Gordie be able to find Chase?  Will the man Chase has injured live or die?
Will the drug dealers come after Gordie for the money Chase has stolen from
him?  What will Chase do when he starts tweaking?  (Tweaking means the
compulsion an addict has after 4 or 5 days of being pumped up on Meth and now
wants nothing more than his next hit)
To find out read Tweaked by Katherine Holubitsky  


