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Board of Directors 2009/2010

The annual general meeting of
the Saskatchewan Young Readers
Choice Awards (SYRCA) took
place on May 23, 2009. It was held
at Greystone Heights School LRC,
2721 Main Street, Saskatoon, Sas-
katchewan.

The 2009—2010 board is (Back
row, l-r) Margaret Steger, Treas-

urer; Claire Isaac, Past President; Ann Atchi-
son, Vice-President; Ruth Garnett, Vice-
President; Val Gerrard, Director; Jocelyn
Mark Provost, SLA Rep; Charlene Leader-
house, Director; (Front row I- r) Florence
Barton, President; Naomi Kral, Director;
Donna Koch, Secretary; Deborah Jackson,
Director; Wilfred Burton, Director; Missing,
Bev Bjornson-Kowalcuk, Director

Gala Award Winners

There are three categories of
the Willow Awards: Shining
Willow, Diamond Willow, and
Snow Willow. Students from
kindergarten to grade 9 can vote
on their favourite book from a
list of nominations. All of the
authors wrote wonderful books,
and they are all entertaining.

The Shining Award Winner
is by Melanie
Watt. Melanie is “excited to re-
ceive an award voted by kids
themselves”.

The Diamond Award Winner

is by
Caroline Adderson. The award
is “really special to [her] first of
all [because] most of the novel
is set in Saskatchewan” and the
“second reason [was that an]
author often gets feedback from
friends and family” as well as
“evil book reviews”, but this
time the author “gets to know
what the readers think™.

The Snow Award Winner is

by Gordon Korman.

You know it’s a wonderful book when “you
Jjust want to keep reading and you can’t put
it down” (Lieutenant Governor Dr. Gordon
L. Barnhart). 1



The Gala Awards Ceremony

Fourteen thousand children
across Saskatchewan were await-
ing the announcement of the Wil-
low Award winners. Ten thousand
students from kindergarten to
grade 9 had voted on the nomina-
tions. This was the moment every-
one was waiting for. The Lumsden
Elementary School staff and stu-
dents had the privilege of hosting
this annual event. The preparation
for it was astonishing. It was well
organized with wonderful decora-
tions filling the gym. The students
had painted large banners of the
nominated books’ covers. These
were hanging around the gym, a
visual reminder of the amazing
Canadian authors and their hard
work.

The agenda kept the kids in-
volved and there was an excited
buzz in the gym before the digni-
taries entered. Despite their excite-
ment, they managed to assist in the
introduction of the nominated
books.

Kindergarten to grade three stu-
dents made a video to introduce
the Shining Willow nominees. In
the video each child was holding
their favourite nominated book.
They stated the name of the book
and why they enjoyed it so much.

Grade four to six students per-
formed tableaux. The tableaux de-
picted a scene from each of the
Diamond Willow nominees. They
then gave a brief summary of the

Written by Talena
Scott

(Above): Grade 4/5 choir sang “Read a Good Book” to conclude the Gala

book, leaving the audience with a
juicy hook .

Grades seven to nine students
made book trailers to introduce the
Snow Willow nominees. Moving

pictures, voice, and text were in-
corporated to give a sneak peek at
what the book was about. All of
the presentations were impressive.

After “O Canada”, the Licuten-
ant Governor of Saskatchewan
gave his keynote address.

He opened his speech by having
the students respond to a number
of questions. The first: how many
of the students had actually voted
for their favourite book? Many
hands shot into the air. The second:
how many of them enjoy reading?
Even more hands rocketed up in
the students’ enthusiasm.

Some of the students were
shocked to discover that the Lieu-
tenant Governor had not always
enjoyed reading. In fact, he has a
learning disability. This captured

all of their attention, as they can
relate to not learning at the same
speed as their friends. The adults
present then had a chuckle when
Dr. Barnhart admitted that he got

(Left): Gainer the Gopher was a won-

| derful addition to the ceremonies. He

kept the students entertained, some-
times sitting amongst them to watch

| the presentations.

hooked into reading through the
Hardy Boy series.

Dr. Barnhart went on to say
how good books are, and how
books are better than technology
today: no batteries, no cords, the
only necessary component is a
light. His “last, best reason for
reading” was that “it is fun”. Dr.
Barnhard concluded his speech by
extending congratulations to the

(Above): Leslie Gosselin from
SaskEnergy presenting the Willow
Tree to LES students Kathlene Gal-
lais and Rebecca Ruda.



authors on behalf of the Queen,
and then exiting the stage.

To break up the speeches, imag-
ine 450 students’ delight when
Gainer the Gopher came charging
into the auditorium. The students
loved his appearance. His attempt
at a reading cheer failed miserably,
but was enjoyed by all.

Gainer also kept the students’
attention by playing dead, hiding
the envelope containing the win-
ners, and more. At one point he
jumped off of the stage, fell down,
and then proceeded to crawl into
the nearby kindergarten section.
The students screamed with delight
and all crowded around Gainer to
join in on the fun.

Gainer the Gopher was a won-
derful addition to the awards cere-

(Right): A few grade 3s
performed a chant to bring
out the Willow Awards, and
the grade 4/5 choir sang
“Read a Good Book”. Both
performances were well
done.

mony. If only more Awards Cere-
monies could be so exciting...

(Above): SYRCA presentation of a
plaque and book to LES: Donna
Koch to Matt Kirby and Alex McE-
wen

Unfortunately, only one of the
three authors could be present to
accept their award. The other two,
though, sent letters of thanks.

Hosting the Gala Awards

Hosting the Gala Awards
Ceremony for the 2008 Willow
nominees was a great experi-
ence. The Gala had a great im-
pact on our school! It brought
everyone together.

All students in K-8, as well
as staff, were working together
for the common goal of prepar-
ing for the event. Whether they
were painting posters, reading
books, making book trailers,
creating tableaux, or practicing
songs and chants, everyone was
gearing up for the Gala. There
was an excitement and energy
throughout the school in the
weeks leading up to the day of
the Willows Gala.

I would encourage other
schools to think about hosting
the Gala as it was a great oppor-
tunity. Authors and other digni-
taries such as the Lieutenant
Governor who otherwise may
not have a reason to visit the
school were in attendance.
Hosting the Gala definitely
helped to promote literacy and
the importance of reading.

It was great to meet all the
devoted members of the Wil-
lows and SYRCA and see the
wonderful role that they play in
encouraging students to read the
books nominated for the
a w a r d s .

The perks of hosting the

The main sponsor of the Wil-
low Awards is SaskEnergy. Ms.
Leslie Gosselin, a SaskEnergy rep-
resentative, presented the Willow
Tree award. In her speech, she
congratulated the elementary
school for “tak[ing] the event and
mak[ing] it their own and special”.
She also amused the students by
sharing some tricks to thwart par-
ents and stay up late reading.

A plaque and book were pre-
sented by the Saskatchewan Young
Readers’ Choice Awards

(SYRCA) to Lumsden Elementary
School for hosting the Willow
Awards. Finishing off the fine af-
ternoon was the grade 4 and 5
choir,
Book™.

Lumsden Elementary School

singing, “Read a Good

Written by Janice
Schmitz

Gala was receiving the Willow
Tree, 2010 nominated books
and a plaque were an added bo-
nus as well.

A disappointment was that
the winners Gordon Korman
and Melanie Watt were unable
to attend the ceremony although
we enjoyed reading and hearing
the acceptance letters they
wrote to us . We were honoured
to have Caroline Adderson in
attendance. She also gave us an
author reading.

The biggest challenge was
keeping the secret as to who the
winners were and not letting it
slip out ahead of time.




Marion Perry receiving the Dis-
tinguished Service Award.
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Congratulations to the following
teachers whose names were drawn
from all of the teachers who registered
votes for the 2008 Willow nominees:

Shining Willow - Crystal Wlaz
from Carrot River Elementary School
in Carrot River

Diamond Willow - Pam Foy from
MacLeod Elementary School in
Moosomin

Distinguished Service Award

$ $

Marion Perry has provided ex-
traordinary service to SYRCA --
The Willow Awards for over eight

years.
In 2000, the Saskatchewan
School Library Association

(SSLA) executive hired Marion
Perry as a consultant to investigate
the possibility of creating a chil-
dren’s choice book award for Sas-
katchewan. Her report was ac-
cepted by SSLA and an interested
group of people formed a charter
Board of Directors to build the or-
ganization. They elected Marion
to be the first President of the Wil-
low Awards. She did the hard but
vital spadework of drafting a con-
stitution and bylaws, and seeing to
incorporation. Under her leader-
ship, the Willow Awards grew
from the first year with 5,000
young people voting to the over
10,000 votes received for the

Willow,

Winners

Snow Willow - Denise Rossmo-
Wiegers from Silverspring School in
Saskatoon.

Each of these teachers received a
box of books for their classroom or
school library.

Thirty individual student names
were drawn from all of the 2008 Wil-
low voters and each of them received
a book. They represent a wide range

2008-2009 Awards.

Marion Perry served as President
of SYRCA Inc. from 2001 to 2005,
when she became Past-President un-
til 2008. She then served another
year as a Director at Large. Among
many duties and tasks during these
years, Marion chaired the Fund-
Raising Dinner committees, was
Webmaster overseeing the develop-
ment of the new Willow website and
electronic voting, edited the newslet-
ter and the annual posters and book-
marks. She also acted as invaluable
mentor to subsequent Presidents and
Directors.

SYRCA--The Willow Awards
expresses its gratitude and thanks
with the presentation of the Distin-
guished Service Award.

in 2008
ISt tIme Was
Votes.

of Saskatchewan communities, includ-
ing Swift Current, Humboldt, Mel-
ville, Prince Albert, Saskatoon, Re-
gina, Wolseley, Maryfield, Frontier,
Melfort, Broadview, Langenburg, Car-
rot River, Rosthern, Whitewood, Pree-
ceville, Pense and Regina Beach.

Congratulations, kids! We hope
you enjoy your books.



2009 Shining Willow Nomi-
nees

Ben’s Bunny Trouble by Daniel
Wakeman, Illustrated by Dirk van
Stralen,

EIlf the Eagle by Ron Smith, II-
lustrated by Ruth Campbell,
Fiddle Dancer by Anne Patton
and Wilfred Burton, Illustrated by
Sherry Farrell Racette,

I, Bruno by Caroline Adderson,
[llustrated by Helen Flook,

It’s Moving Day! by Pamela
Hickman, Illustrated by Geraldo
Valério,

Lily and the Paper Man by Re-
becca Upjohn, Illustrated by
Renné Benoit,

Making Grizzle Grow by
Rachna Gilmore, Illustrated by
Leslie Elizabeth Watts,
Mechanimals by Chris Tougas,
Rosie and Buttercup by Chieri
Uegaki, Illustrated by Stéphane
Jorisch,

There’s a COW Under My Bed!
by Valerie Sherrard, Illustrated by
David Jardine

Caroline Adderson Visits the Prairies

It was my pleasure to be the
host for visiting author, Caroline
Adderson on March 24™ and 25",
2009. After meeting her at the
airport and checking in at the Ho-
tel Saskatchewan, we then went
to fulfill a lifelong dream of Caro-
line’s — to see the inside of a grain
elevator. We drove five miles
south to Rowatt, Saskatchewan,
and visited the Viterra 100% Or-
ganic Grain Elevator. Our host
was Heather, and she showed us
around the elevator, explained all
the significant structural and op-
erational features, and also de-
scribed the unique features that
make it an organic site. Caroline
was intrigued, and ventured into

New Nominees!

2009 Diamond Willow
Nominees

Animals at the Edge: Saving
the World’s Rarest Creatures
by Jonathan Baillie and Marilyn
Baillie.

Impossible Things by Robin
Stevenson

Klutzhood by Chris McMahen
The Nexus Ring by Maureen
Bush

Racing for Diamonds by Anita
Daher

Robots: From Everyday to
Out of This World by Yes
Magazine Editors

The Secret of Grim Hill by
Linda DeMeulemeester
Submarine Outlaw by Philip
Roy

Swindle by Gordon Korman
The Triple Chocolate Brownie
Genius by Deborah Sherman

all the narrow hallways, and even
into the manual lift for a photo op.
Thanks to Heather for agreeing to

(Above): Caroline Adderson visiting
an elevator in Saskatchewan during
her first visit here.

show Caroline around.
Despite the cold weather, Caro-
line really enjoyed the tour. She

2009 Snow Willow Nomi-
nees

Alexandria of Africa by Eric
Walters

The Broken Thread by Linda
Smith

Dear Jo by Christina Kilbourne
Egghead by Caroline Pignat
Eye of the Crow by Shane Pea-
cock

The Juvie Three by Gordon
Korman

The Night Wanderer by Drew
Hayden Taylor

Power Plays by Maureen Ul-
rich

Tweaked by Katherine Holubit-
sky

War Brothers by Sharon E.
McKay

Written by: Donna Koch,

also was interested to learn
about the remote starters on our
vehicles....not an option that
Vancouver drivers are familiar
with.

The next day we drove to
Lumsden Elementary School,
where in the morning, Caroline
did an author visit with 170 stu-
dents in grades four to six. She
read to them, played a quiz
game with them, and then an-
swered questions from the
group of interested and engaged
students.

After lunch, Caroline at-
tended the Gala, where she re-
ceived her Diamond Willow
Award for her book,



Teacher
Feedback

“I try to encourage the students to take part in voting
for their favorite Willow Nominee every year. To
make it a little easier for them I read at least one novel
orally to each grade during their library periods.
Sometimes we get two completed. The students are
then required to read the remaining 2 OF 3 novels on
their own. This is a voluntary project so not all stu-
dents participate. This year I had 14 out of a possible
37 students participate for this age category. Even
though I do not get full participation 1 will continue to

support this project. If nothing else, itis a good list of
great Canadian books to add to my library collection. T |

try to support our Canadian writers as much as I can.”
- Rhona Brinkman (Lake Lenore)

“We love participat
students in this age category

- Rhona Brinkman

about it and we have 100% pamcipation
(Lake Lenore)

ing in the Willow Awards.

The

(Shining) get very excited

from them.




Message from the President

The SYRCA year officially ended
with our annual meeting May 23,
2009 and began again quickly when
we had our first board meeting of the
2009 — 2010 year immediately fol-
lowing. We are very happy to wel-
come three new members to our
board. Charlene Leaderhouse is a
teacher librarian from Prince Albert,
Deborah Jackson is a teacher from
Moosomin First Nation School and
Beverly Bjornson-Kowalchuk is an
administrator with Prairie Valley
School Division. We appreciate
their enthusiasm and willingness to
help us carry on the work of The
Willow Awards.

Looking back at the 2008 — 2009
year, | see many accomplishments.
We tried a new approach to launch-
ing the 2008 Willow nominees and

were pleased with the response. The
gala was a tremendous success.
Lumsden Elementary School hosted
a wonderful celebration of all thirty
2008 Willow nominees and the Lieu-
tenant Governor’s attendance and
speech acknowledged the important
work of our organization. Individual
fundraising events held in Saskatoon
and Regina were both fun and profit
raising and helped us expand our
membership and cause. Many other
activities such as selection commit-
tee work, book talks, and conference
displays filled up the year for board
members and volunteers.

Thank you to everyone who supports
SYRCA in any way, by being a
member, by participating with your
students or your own children, by
attending fundraisers and bidding on

our silent auction items and by
encouraging others to support
SYRCA. Our organization
grows stronger every year as
more people across the province
learn about the opportunity to
share wonderful Canadian and
Saskatchewan books with the
children in their lives.

As you read through this
newsletter, I hope you gain a
sense of how the work we do
that you support is impacting the
children of Saskatchewan and
encouraging them to participate
in reading great Canadian and
Saskatchewan children’s books.

I wish each of you a happy,
relaxing and fun-filled summer
with lots of time for reading!
Florence Barton

“Good children's literature appeals not only to

the child in the adult, but to the adult in the child.”

Willow Award
Book Stickers

Willow Award book stickers are
available.

The stickers are $12.00 for a
complete set, including three gold
winner stickers.

The stickers help students
quickly identify Willow nominees
on the library shelves.

Order information is on the website
http://www.willowawards.ca under

Ballots and Forms.

2009 Willow Nominee Launch

Last year’s “launch” across the province was so successful we
are going to try it again! We will again be encouraging schools
and public libraries throughout the province to “launch” the 2009
Willow nominees at their school or library and enter pictures,
projects or write-ups about their launch in a draw for prizes —

books, of course.

The launches will take place in September or October, 2009.
Complete information will be on the website early in Septem-

ber.

...the writers and producers for

| this edition of the Willow Awards
| Newsletter. They include: Donna
| Koch (SYRCA Board Member),

Robin Berg (Teacher), Talena Scott
(Student), Janice Schmitz

(Teacher), Florence Barton
(SYRCA President)

...all of the volunteers who helped put on the Gala. Also, thank you to
| those committee members who make opportunities such as this possible
for the students. 7
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